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CHIEF JUDGE WELCOMES NEW JUDGES TO 
PROVINCIAL & FAMILY COURTS 
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"This designation recognizes the great 

contributions made by some 

outstanding Nova Scotia lawyers and 

their personal and professional 

commitment to our province," said Ms. 

Whalen. "We educate and are served by 

some of the best lawyers in the country. 

Nova Scotia is proud of them."  

 

An independent advisory committee 

makes Queen's Counsel 

recommendations to cabinet. In 

addition to merit and legal 

contributions, recipients must have 

demonstrated professional integrity and 

good character and have served a 

minimum of 15 years as a member of 

the bar of Nova Scotia.  

Congratulations to our own 

Candace Thomas on this 

prestigious honour! 

"Fourteen lawyers received the 

honourary title of Queen’s 

Counsel (Q.C.) for 2017. Justice 

Minister Diana Whalen announced 

this year’s appointments today, 

Feb. 23. Candace L. Thomas, 

Dartmouth 

 

Appointed African NS 

Lawyers now Judges 

African Nova Scotian lawyers 

Rickola Brinton and Sam 

Moreau on being appointed as 

judges to the Provincial and 

Family Courts of Nova Scotia! 

What great news! 

 

Fourteen lawyers received the honourary title of Queen's Counsel (Q.C.) for 2017. Justice 

Minister Diana Whalen announced this year's appointments today, Feb. 23. 

 

 

Friday, March 31, 2017 (Halifax, NS) – Chief Judge Pamela Williams was 

delighted by today’s announcement that four new judges have been 

appointed to the Provincial and Family Courts of Nova Scotia, including 

two African Nova Scotian lawyers and an advocate for LGBTQ rights. 

“We’re always pleased to welcome strong, new, and experienced legal 

minds to the Nova Scotia bench,” said Chief Judge Williams. “The fact that 

several of these new judges come from diverse backgrounds is a bonus, 

because as we all know, a well-rounded judiciary that reflects the society 

and the people it serves goes a long way to increasing people’s confidence 

in the legal system.” 

Joining the Bench, effective immediately, are Judge Rickcola Brinton, 

Judge Samuel Moreau, Judge Amy Sakalauskas, and Judge Rosalind 

Michie. 

Chief Judge Williams, who was the first female Chief Judge in Nova Scotia, 

said the appointments are a big step toward gender parity on the 

provincial bench. 

“It’s exciting to see more women breaking into what traditionally has been 

a very male-dominated profession,” said the Chief Judge. “It’s important 

that practising female lawyers and young women aspiring to be in the 

legal profession see themselves reflected at the highest levels of the 

justice system.” 



 

 
 

 

JUDGE CORRINE SPARKS 
 

 
 

 

 

Grew up in the small segregated rural area of Nova Scotia, Canada, called Lake 

Loon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1987 Judge Corrine Sparks secured her spot in history by becoming the first 

African Nova Scotian to receive appointment to the judiciary and the first 

African Canadian female to serve on the bench. Sparks adjudicates family court 

cases relating to custody, child and spousal support, access, and child 

protection. She supports judicial education, developing educational programs 

and lecturing on that and gender and racial discrimination and the courts. 

Sparks works with the Commonwealth Judicial Educational Center, which 

promotes judicial education and her work has earned her numerous awards 

and recognition. Sparks’ humble beginnings in segregated Nova Scotia left 

much to overcome. But she succeeded through hard work, a willingness to 

challenge, and a strong belief in her faith. 

 

Our Black  history 

 

First  Mi’kmaq & Black  

Nova Scotia has appointed the 

first Mi’kmaq woman and the 

third black woman to the 

provincial and family courts, in 

what the province’s Premier 

calls a “huge step forward” for 

ethnic diversity on the bench. 

Legal aid lawyer Catherine 

Benton becomes only the third 

aboriginal judge in Nova Scotia, 

while Ronda van der Hoek, a 

public prosecutor, joins two 

other black women – Corinne 

Sparks and Jean Whalen – 

among the 73 full-time judges in 

the province. 

 
 

Judge Brinton of Dartmouth, N.S., is a managing lawyer with Nova Scotia 
Legal Aid’s Youth Office in Halifax. She has served in the profession for more 
than 15 years. An African Nova Scotian woman and an active volunteer, 
Judge Brinton is viewed by many as a leader in her community. She is active 
in her local church, including taking mission-related trips to Plymouth, 
England, Botswana, Sweden, Ukraine, South Africa, and Zimbabwe, and she 
has also served as a board member of Coverdale and Open Door Women’s 
Centre. 
 
 
Judge Sakalauskas is originally from North Sydney and now lives in 
Dartmouth, N.S. She is a lawyer with the Nova Scotia Department of Justice, 
practicing most recently in child protection. In her 13 years as a lawyer, she 
has also served in private practice in the Annapolis Valley and Bedford. Judge 
Sakalauskas is past president of the Canadian Bar Association – Nova Scotia 
Branch, a former member of the boards of directors of Halifax and Region 
Family Resource Centre and Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Kings and 
Annapolis counties. She has also worked nationally on issues of importance 
to the LGBTQ community. 
 
Judge Moreau of Antigonish, N.S., is a managing lawyer with Nova Scotia 
Legal Aid in Port Hawkesbury, where he chaired a committee on child 
welfare. He has practiced law for 18 years. Judge Moreau is a volunteer 
coach with St. Francis Xavier University’s football team and sits on the Nova 
Scotia Barristers’. 

 



 
 

 Judge Jean Whalen  
 

 

Honorable Jean Whalen  
 

 

 

 

She has been described as a compassionate, wise woman whose diverse 

experience has serve her well in her deliberations. 

Whalen is a native of Dartmouth but has deep family ties in Whitney Pier, 

where her mother was born. She will be based in Sydney. She practices in 

Sydney NS.  
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Law students join strategy session for National Association 

A group of Windsor law students played high-profile roles at the annual conference of the national Black Law 

Students’ Association (BLSAC), held in Halifax, on the theme “Assessing the Road Travelled, Strategizing for 

the Road Ahead: Examining the Law, the Legal Profession, and the Community.” 
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