
 



 

 FIRST BLACK POLICE OFFICER IN DARTMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA  

   

 

  

 
THE HERO VIDEO  

SINCLAIR W. WILLIAMS 

 

businesses.   This was his way of 

giving back.    

He dedicated his life to giving back 

and created many opportunities 

for communities. He was an 

advocate for everyone in need. 

Sinclair passed away on May 6, 

2014. His legacy has impacted and 

empowered many.   

From East Preston Nova Scotia 

  I can just imagine what he went 

through as the first black police 

officer.  But yet he encouraged 

others from the community so 

that we have a voice.   He helped 

so many people endlessly in the 

Black communities and recruited 

people in the communities for his 

The Scholarship Fund  

Was developed to assist 

Indigenous Black Nova 

Scotians who are pursuing 

their Training in the Field of 

Policing. 

 

 He love and adored Jesus 

Christ who gave him faith, 

love, and determination to 

serve through his Church and 

community.   

 

Sinclair’s motto was “We 

serve: If I can help somebody 

as I pass along then my living 

will not be in vain.” 

A Scholarship Fund has been created in Memory of Sinclair W. Williams Sr.    The fundraising event takes 

place on May 6, 2017 the day he passed over.  This event took place at the East Preston Recreation 

Centre, Nova Scotia.   

Constable Sinclair W. Williams Sr.  of East Preston police officer is 

celebrated.    

A group of East Preston youth and seniors—working with Halifax 

video company Pink Dog Productions— are celebrated one of 

their local African-Nova Scotian heroes with a documentary-style 

short video. 

The series is called Empowerful, and the first entry in the 

project—a video on East Preston’s Sinclair Williams, the first 

African Nova Scotian member of the Dartmouth detachment of 

the HRM Police—had screen at the East Preston Rec Centre . 

Sinclair worked in many jobs before becoming the First Black 

Police Officer hired by the City of Dartmouth in July 1968. He 

received a number of awards & recognitions from the Dartmouth 

Police Department for outstanding bravery. Along with his wife 

owned and operated Hilda Ann Enterprises, where they built over 

30 homes in Cole Harbour, Colby Village, Eastern Passage, Lake 

Echo & the Preston area.  

The online video: https://haligonia.ca/sinclair-williams-

dartmouth-s-first-black-police-officer-passes-away-93079/ 



  

 

  

THE SHOLARSHIP FUND  

Is a reflection of Sinclair’s Motto 

The scholarship fund was created to assist 

with a financial award to whom may be 

successful through acceptance of the Law 

Enforcement Institution (Policing).   All 

applicants will be reviewed by the Scholarship 

Committee. 

Pick up a brochure with more details. 

He employed men from the Communities and through this; 

many of these men have since formed their own companies. 

He volunteered at the Bell Park Academic Centre as a mentor 

with youth with challenges. He was a role model for many in 

the Preston Community who became Police & RCMP Officers. 

He has been honoured and recognized by many for his 

outstanding volunteer work in the Community of East Preston 

and beyond. 

He received the 125 year Canada Celebration Medallion. He 

volunteered and served his community in many capacities 

through the Lions, East Preston Recreation Association, Sarah 

Jane Clayton Manor, Preston Area Housing Fund & Dartmouth 

East Black Learning Centre. Sinclair was the founding member 

of the District 8 Volunteer Fire Department, where he was 

appointed the first Captain for East Preston. This motivated 

many other community members to become volunteer fire 

fighters. 

 

 

Dolly and Sinclair W. Williams 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sinclair during his time in the care home 

he continued to give back.   He helped 

trouble youth and transformed many of 

them through his advice and 

encouragement.  The troubled youth 

would visit him in his care facility room. 

Even when he was down he was up to 

something amazing and inspirational.   

 They also wrote individual stories 

about Sinclair during their time spent 

with him.  He had continued to help 

many from his bed while sick with 

Multiple Sclerosis.   He did not allow his 

illness to stop what he wanted to 

accomplish.    

He was a man of many hats.   He 

survived with MS for 27 years.  Not 

giving up and not being a victim but a 

victor.  Sinclair’s legacy continues  to 

overflow,  beams , flourishes  in his 

family members.   

 

Father of Encouragement  

Written by Bridget C. Williams  

When I think of you, I smile. 

As I sit here crying, and  unable to hold back the tears. 

The tears I shed of joy and missing you. 

You taught me to not be afraid and to take a stand on things 

that really matter in life 

You taught me how to be self-sufficient in many ways. You 

instilled entrepreneur ship in me as a child.   My 1st business 

under you was just the beginning. 

You provided for us and spent quality time with your children 

and grandchildren. 

I think of you often.  I think of you when changing my mind and 

attitude of being gracious in the mist of all adversities. 

When you put a hammer, mower, screw driver in my hand and 

taught me how to use these things, I smile.  We engaged and 

laughed a lot during those times.   You were building me up to 

be self-reliant. 

Overcoming my fear of heights was because of you.  The day I 

climb the ladder and help you put siding on the house was quite 

the experience. When you took me to the boxing matches in the 

community it was an eye opener to defending myself. 

You were my comforter, protector, and empowered me to be 

the women I am today. Our spirits are connected even though 

you are in paradise. 

The wonderful and special years you encourage me to stand up 

because of my size 

Your life was full of loving deeds.  I will always love and cherish 

you DAD. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


