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DAVID WOODS    
 

David Woods is a multi-disciplinary 
artist/performer (painter, curator, actor, 
playwright, storyteller, stage director, 
arts organizer) from Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia. As a teenager, Woods was gifted 
student and initially planned a career in 
law, but after working with Black youth 
in Preston (Nova Scotia’s largest Black 
community), turned his attention to art. 
His ‘adoption’ by the Fraser family of 
North Preston and close friendship with 
family matriarch Rosella ‘Mammay’ 
Fraser solidified his commitment to the 
arts and to exploring Nova Scotia Black 
experience. 

Cultural Awareness Youth Group 
In 1983, Woods founded the Cultural 
Awareness Youth Group of Nova Scotia 
(CAYG)- an agency using cultural 
approaches to develop leadership 
among Black youth in Nova Scotia. 
Woods organized 13 youth groups under 
CAYG and led these groups to chart a 
series of youth run independent 
activities including Black Youth Today a 
weekly television Broadcast, Quest For 
Identity- a Black History Quiz 
Tournament, and Community 
Interactions- a series of youth exchange 
trips focusing on developing community 
programs. Under his leadership, CAYG  

 

was awarded The Commonwealth Youth 
Service Award- recognizing the 
organization as one of the most 
innovative youth service agencies in the 
Commonwealth. CAYG also provided a 
testing ground (and audience) for 
Woods first forays in the arts with 
Woods creating artwork, plays, 
performances, and literature for various 
youth group projects. 

Art 

Woods is both a noted curator and 
painter. As a curator, Woods organized 
groundbreaking exhibitions In This 
Place: Black Art in Nova Scotia- the first 
exhibition of Black Nova Scotian art 
(Anna Leonowens Gallery, 1998), When 
Black Women Useta Fly- the first 
exhibition of African Nova Scotian quilts 
(Dartmouth Heritage Museum, 2002) 
and Incantation- the first exhibition of 
art from and about Africville (Seaview 
Park, 2008). In 2006, Woods was 
appointed Associate Curator of the Art 
Gallery of Nova Scotia (AGNS)- the first 
African Canadian to earn such an 
appointment at a provincial art museum. 
Some of his achievements at the AGNS 
include organizing the purchase of a 
painting by Edward Mitchell Bannister  

 

(1828-1901)- a New Brunswick born 
African American art pioneer who 
became the first artist of African descent 
to win a major art prize in North America 
(the Centennial Exhibition First Place 
medal 1876). He also organized a 
popular exhibition and provincial tour by 
the famed Gees Bend quiltmakers of 
Alabama. His own paintings have been 
exhibited in solo and group exhibitions 
across Canada including at the Art 
Gallery of Nova Scotia, Harboufront 
Centre, Toronto and McGill University, 
Montreal. One of his paintings Seaview 
graces the cover of Africville Suite- a 
Juno award-winning jazz recording by 
Joe Sealy (1996). 
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KIM CAIN 
Kim Cain is a visual artist/writer from 
Toronto, Ontario, whose family has roots in 
North Preston. Kim studied art for a year at 
Sheridan College, Toronto. 

 

KIM CAIN  

Kim Cain, educator and artist for over 20 
years, has been creating Afrocentric works of 
art that capture the essence of African 
Canadians. At a young age, Kim realized se 
saw the world differently. With sketch book 
in hand, she began her journey to capture 
her views of the world through art. By 

the time high school came around, Kim had 
realized that if she could be connected to 

the past and affect the future through art it 
would allow her to pursue a life of work that 
she 

would find most pleasurable as both an artist 
and an educator. 

 

Always drawn to figurative work, she drew 
inspiration from the African American Artist, 
Ernie 

Barnes “Sugar Shack” piece. His work 
would impact her exploration and the 
development of her own style. 

Growing up in Toronto, Kim was part of 
a multicultural community that gave her 
a unique perspective 

on the Canadian Diaspora. Her blend of 
traditional African styles, colors with 
modern imagery has become a 

trademark of her work. 

In 1995, Kim came home to her Nova 
Scotian roots, where her parents are 
from originally 

and have retired. Her formal training 
began a year later at the Nova Scotia 
College of Art and Design where she 
obtained both her Bachelor of Arts 
degree and a degree in Art Education. 
She 

has always been an artist and an 
educator who immerses herself in what 
her art represents. 

 

Teaching has given Kim the means to 

provide her students with the ability and 

tools to express 

themselves in their own art. 

“In my work I strive to reveal the diverse 

communities of Canadian Blacks in an 

attempt to open up a different dialogue 
around issues that relate not just to 
African Canadians but to all Canadian 
NS. 

 Kim was recognized by the Black Artist 

Network Dialogue (band) for her work. 
Her piece entitled “Diasporic Remix” was 
selected as the official artwork for the 
TD Bank 2014 Black History Month 
Series, Then and Now Poster that was 
displayed in all of the TD branches. 

 

.
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Wendie L. Poitras 

Wendie L . Poitras  

 

 

Wendie L. Poitras is an 
educator and African 
Nova Scotian artist.  

 

OTHER ARTIST 

Justin Augustine, Cortonio 
Beals, Chrystal Clements, 

Avery Crawley, Bolivia 
Czernon, Frances 

Dorrington, Alexander 
Fraser, Fabian Fraser, 
Joleen Gordon, Angel 

Gannon, Clara Gough, Lara 
Martina Harbord, and 

Mireeka Diggs 

 

 


