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MAYOR DAURENE LEWIS  
 

Daurene Elaine Lewis, CM (September 9, 1943 – January 26, 2013), was 
a Canadian politician and educator. She was the first black female 
mayor in Canada. 

Born in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia in 1943,  Lewis was a descendant 
of freed Loyalist African Americans who settled in Annapolis Royal in 
1783. She was a descendant of Rose Fortune, a Virginian who became 
the first female police officer in North America. 

Trained as a registered nurse, Lewis held a diploma in teaching in 
schools of nursing from Dalhousie University, a Master of Business 
Administration from Saint Mary's University, and in 1993 was awarded 
an honorary doctorate in humane letters from Mount Saint Vincent 
University. 

Lewis first formal political involvement was in 1979, running for town 
council in Annapolis Royal. Her issues included increasing awareness of 
the area's history, and attempts at community revitalization. She was 
appointed as deputy mayor in 1982. 

In 1984, Lewis was elected mayor of Annapolis Royal, making her the 
first female black mayor in Canada. 

Lewis attempted to enter provincial politics in the 1988 election, 
making an unsuccessful bid to represent Annapolis West in the Nova 
Scotia House of Assembly for the Liberal Party. She was the first black 
woman in Nova Scotia to run in a provincial election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After politics 

Lewis was the former executive director of the Centre 

for Women in Business  at Mount Saint Vincent 
University. She was principal of both the Institute 
of Technology and Akerley Campuses of the Nova 
Scotia Community College. In 2001 she became 
the first African Canadian senior administrator in 
the history of the college. She completed an 
extended terms on the board of directors of 
Canada Post and the Governor General's Order of 
Canada Advisory Council. She was on the 
executive of the Vanier Institute of the family and 
the Maritime Conservatory of Performing  Arts.. 
She was a member of the International Women's 
Foundation. 

She died in a Halifax hospital in 2013. 

In 1994 Lewis was added to the Nova Scotia Black 
Cultural Centre Wall of Honour. In 1995, she was 
recipient of the United Nations Global Citizenship 
Award. In 1998 she received the Progress Club of 
Halifax Woman of Excellence award for Public 
Affairs and Communication. In 2002, she was 
made a Member of the Order of Canada. That 
year she also received the YWCA volunteer 
award, and the Queen’s Jubilee Medal. 
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MAYOR 
GRAHAM 
DOWNEY 

 

   

   

Mayor Downey was a well-respected leader 
in the Halifax community who has held many 
positions over the years. 

Graham Leo Downey has had an eclectic 
career and was a well-respected member of 
the Halifax community. (jeromedowney.ca) 

Downey honed his negotiating skills as a 
baseball recruiter and coach for several years 
in the 1950s and 60s.  

"Graham's teams were always multi-racial, 
which wasn't easy in the 1960s," reads his 
obituary.  

He was the first African Nova Scotian 
alderman, as well as the first African Nova 
Scotian councillor and deputy mayor of 
Halifax. Downey served as councillor for 
District 12 for 27 years, until he lost his seat 
to Dawn Sloane in 2000.  

"His unprecedented record of eight 
consecutive civic election victories was based 
on a platform of providing basic needs such 
as upgraded and affordable housing, street 
lighting, cleaner neighbourhoods, better 
schools, and community recreation 
facilities," said his grandson Jerome Downey 
on his website. 

"Over his political career, he served on 
continuous basis longer than any other 
elected official to date." 

He also worked for the CBC for 21 
years. With his late brother Billy, he co-
owned the well-known Arrows Night Club, 
bringing many popular entertainers from all 
over the world.  

For his years serving the people of Halifax, 
Downey was recognized with several 
awards and appointments, including the 
Dr. W.P. Oliver Wall of Honor, the 2002 QE 
II Golden Jubilee Medal, the 2012 QE II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal and many more 
recognition and awards. 

 

In 1974, Alderman Graham Downey was 
elected in Ward 3, as the first black 
Alderman in Halifax’s 262 year history. He 
served for 22 years including a term as the 
first African Canadian Deputy Mayor of 
Halifax and continued with the newly 
formed HRM as a councillor in District 12 for 
another 4 years. His unprecedented record of 
8 consecutive Civic election victories was 
based on a platform of providing basic 
needs such as upgraded and affordable 
housing, street lighting, cleaner 
neighbourhoods, better schools, and  

 

 

 

community recreation facilities. Over his 
political career, he served on continuous 
basis longer than any other elected official to 
date. 

Some of his  honours include the  Queen’s 
Jubilee Medal and the Union of NS 
Municipality Citation. 

As a young man, Graham was an active 
participant in the Halifax Coloured Citizens 
Improvement League under the mentorship 
of Mr. B.A Husbands. He enjoyed after school 
and evening programs at sports facilities that 
had previously been closed to the public. As 
an adult, Mr. Downey coached bantam and 
midget baseball teams in which he groomed 
young ball players, White and Black, 
playing with a common goal. After working 
over 21 years as a stage designer for CBHT 
television and 20 years as co-owner of the 
Arrows Social Club in Halifax, Mr. Downey 
now lives in retirement with his wife of 48 
years, Ardith (Hamilton). The Downey’s have 
six children. 

 

 

 


