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Paul Ash's grandmother, Hattie Ash, was 

the principal of the last segregated 

school for black students to close its 

doors in Canada. The Mary E. Cornish 

Memorial School in Lincolnville, N.S., 

closed in 1983. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT PAUL ASHE  
 

FIRST BLACK SUPERINTENDENT IN TRI COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD. 

Ash said it's important for all students to 

see diversity within the education 

system. "It creates a healthy work 

environment, it creates healthy learning 

spaces for our kids," he said. 

A native of the tiny rural community of 

Upper Big Tracadie in Guysborough 

County, Ash has been an educator for 

more than 27 years. 

 

"I always tell people regardless of the 

role I'm in: First and foremost I'm a 

teacher. I love children, love teaching, I 

think it's actually a calling," Ash said. 

 

In recent years, Tri-County Regional 

School Board students  had the lowest 

math and literacy scores in the 

province.  
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Now Ash himself is making history as the 

first school board superintendent of 

African descent in Nova Scotia. 

 

 

 

 

"It's an interesting connection in terms 

of her grandson now being able to step 

into a position of a superintendent of 

schools in Nova Scotia," Ash said 

Thursday. 

 

"She passed a number of years ago. But 

as I have conversations with family 

about this opportunity, it makes us 

smile to think that she is actually up 

there watching what's happening right 

now." 

 

Now director of the Department of 

Education's African Canadian Services 

Division, Ash begins his new job as 

superintendent of the Tri-County School 

Board in southwest Nova Scotia on 

March 31.When you send a holiday 

newsletter, you can let each member of 

the family write their own articles or 

stories. You can also include family 

portraits, or photographs from family 

vacations. Think about what you would 

tell your family and friends if you could 

see them.  

The board also led the province in the 

number of students on Individual 

Program Plans, or IPPs, which are 

designed to help struggling students. 

Ash said he will address these issues by 

working with staff to get their ideas on 

how to improve the results. 

"I've always been a big believer that 

parents need to be a part of the 

conversation and solutions, as well as 

having conversations with the 

community," he said. 

 

Special events in our 
family’s life: 
 
   Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 

 

   Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 

 

   Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 

Photo caption here 

Your Family’s Name  

Christmas 2004 

 

 

 

Michael Drew, chair of the 
11-member Tri-County 
Regional School Board, said 
the board hired Ash because 
he was the best-qualified 
person to provide high-
quality education for 
students and to address the 
poor assessment results. 
 
"And it just so happens that 
the person we selected is of 
African descent, however 
that was not a consideration 
during the selection process," 
Drew said. 
 
"He has a great diversity of 
educational leadership 
experiences at the school 
board [and] department 
level." 
 

There are more than 6,000 

students attending the 
board's 23 schools located 
in the Tri-County area, 
which stretches from 
Digby to Yarmouth to 
Lockeport. 



 

 

He ran to be the rep so that he  can 

be the voice of change and action.  

 

I will listen to your voice and take 

your concerns to the board. “An 

effective education is one that is 

rooted in the valid identity of its 

students.”  We must make education 

relevant to the experience and lived 

reality of the African Nova Scotian 

learner. Engaging and enfranchising 

the African Nova Scotian learner and 

community is paramount to 

educational success. 

 

I am an indigenous African Nova 

CHANGE AND ACTION  
 

The key to stopping Halifax's gun 

violence could be in education says 

the new African Nova Scotian 

representative of the Halifax Regional 

School Board. 

 

"When you know better you do 

better," said Archy Beals. "I think it's 

an important piece in at least helping 

to solve the problem where you get 

people who are educated [and] they 

are looking at ways of providing for 

themselves and their families." 

 

Gun Violence  
 

[Afrocentricity] is more communal and 

not individualistic," Beals said. "If you 

provide the concept of Afrocentricity 

to students, they tend to think of the 

betterment of the community and not 

themselves." 

 

"If it means that it happens in a school 
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 ARCHIE BEALS  

Scotian born and raised in the 

community of North Preston, educated 

in the public school system.  I have 

worked at the community, local, 

Provincial and Federal level of 

government advocating for the African 

Canadian learner.  I am an educator 

with over 25 years of experience in the 

secondary and post secondary education 

system developing and implementing 

culturally specific programs for the 

African Canadian learner.  I hold a M.Ed 

in Education with a focus in Afrocentric 

Leadership. 

 

 

The key to stopping Halifax's gun 

violence could be in education says the 

new African Nova Scotian representative 

of the Halifax Regional School Board. 

 

"When you know better you do better," 

said Archy Beals. "I think it's an 

important piece in at least helping to 

solve the problem where you get people 

who are educated [and] they are looking 

at ways of providing for themselves and 

their families." 

 

Beals was elected to the Halifax 

Regional School Board in October. His 

comments came after two homicides in 

Halifax in a week. There have been 11 

homicides in Halifax so far in 2016. 
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Beals was elected to the Halifax 

Regional School Board in October. His 

comments came after two homicides in 

Halifax in a week. There have been 11 

homicides in Halifax so far in 2016. 
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setting, so be it. But I think you don't 

need to be in a school setting to 

practice Afrocentricity but I think it's a 

good place for it to start." 

 

Beals said as a school board member, he 

wants to help close the achievement 

gap for African Nova Scotian learners. 

 

"I think one of the things 
we need to do is let people 
know the importance of 
education ... to the scope 
of providing the 
education so that people 
can actually have 
meaningful employment 
where they're able to 
provide for themselves, 
looking at ways to make 
society well rounded for 
all," Beals said. 
 
    Halifax school board 
candidates want plan for 
struggling students 
overhauled 
 
Beals's job outside the 
school board is working at 
the Nova Scotia 
Community College where 
he helps students looking 
to advance their 
education. He said Nova 
Scotia's public education 

system has come a long 
way, but that more needs 
to happen. He said he's an 
advocate for 
Afrocentrism, a cultural 
ideology that focuses on 
black history and 
community. 

 

 



 

 

 

December 16, 2014 Appointed to Chair 

of the Board 

 

Melinda Daye was the new chair of the 

Halifax Regional School Board. Ms. 

Daye, who is the HRSB’s African Nova 

Scotian representative, was appointed 

by the Governor in Council today. 

"I am very appreciative for the 

confidence Minister Casey has placed in 

me," said Ms. Daye. "I look forward to 

working with my fellow board members 

and the superintendent to support the 

efforts of our teachers and support staff 

to provide all students with a quality 

education every day." 

 

In accordance with the Education Act 

and HRSB by-laws, the Governor-in-

Council was asked to appoint a new 

chair after a majority of governing 

board members could not agree on the 

choice of chair on November 26. 

 

A retired teacher and administrator, Ms. 

Daye's was first elected to the HRSB in 

October 2012. Her appointment is 

effective immediately and will continue 

until next November when members will 

hold an internal election. 

 

The Halifax Regional School Board 

serves approximately 48,000 students in 

137 schools through the Halifax Regional 

Municipality. 
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Our kids’ favorite 
Christmas joke: 

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus? 
 
Claustrophobic! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She was voted back 

in November 2015. 

 

Members of the 

Halifax regional 

school board re-

elected Melinda 

Daye as their 

chairwoman.  

 

She has served 

since last 

December and is 

the board’s 

African-Nova 

Scotian 

representative. 
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"I am very appreciative for the confidence Minister Casey has placed in me," said Ms. Daye. "I look forward to 

working with my fellow board members and the superintendent to support the efforts of our teachers and 

support staff to provide all students with a quality education every day." 

 

In accordance with the Education Act and HRSB by-laws, the Governor-in-Council was asked to appoint a new 

chair after a majority of governing board members could not agree on the choice of chair on November 26. 

 

A retired teacher and administrator, Ms. Daye's was first elected to the HRSB in October 2012. Her 

appointment is effective immediately and will continue until next November when members will hold an 

internal election. 

 

The Halifax Regional School Board serves approximately 48,000 students in 137 schools through the Halifax 

Regional Municipality. 
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