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He has worked on a number of 

Private Members’ Bills, including a 

bill to amend sections of the 

criminal code dealing with stalking 

and, more recently, a bill to address 

the issue of spam. 

Oliver was named Speaker pro 

tempore of the  Senate of Canada, 

March 4, 2010. Oliver retired from 

the Senate November 16, 2013, 

when he attained age 75. 

 

 

 

Donald H. Oliver, QC (born November 16, 1938) is a Canadian lawyer, developer 

and politician. Oliver served in the Senate of Canada from 1990 until 2013. 

A lawyer and developer, Oliver is a member of Nova Scotia's Black minority. He is 

the nephew of Canadian opera singer Portia White, politician Bill White and labour 

union activist Jack White, and the cousin of political strategist Sheila White. 

Oliver practised law in Halifax Nova Scotia as a partner in the firm Stewart 

McKelvey Stirling Scales from 1965 to 1990, and subsequently at two other law 

firms for a total of 36 years, primarily in civil litigation. He taught at Dalhousie 

University Law School as a part-time professor for 14 years, and also taught law 

courses at Technical University of Nova Scotia and St. Mary’s University. He is a 

Queens’s Counsel. 

A long-time activist in the Progressive Conservative Party, , Oliver served as the 

party's director of legal affairs through six federal elections from 1972 to 1988. He 

has also served as a federal vice-president of the party and as a director of its 

fundraising wing, the PC Canada Fund. 

Appointed to the Senate 
 

Oliver also served for years as Constitution Chairman and member of the Finance 

Committee for the Progressive Conservative Association of Nova Scotia, and is a former 

Vice-President of that Party 

 

 

Oliver was appointed to the Senate at the recommendation of Prime Minister 

Brian Mulroney, September 7, 1990. He served as a member of the Standing 

Senate Committee on Banking, Trade and Commerce, and as the Chairman of the 

Senate Standing Committees on Transport and Communications and Standing 

Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. Senator Oliver was also Co-chair of the 

Special Joint Committee on a Code of Conduct for Parliamentarians.  

 

on a number of Private Members’ Bills, including a bill to amend sections of the 

criminal code dealing with stalking and, more recently, a bill to address the issue of 

spam. 

Oliver was named Speaker pro tempore of the Senate of Canada, March 4, 2010. Oliver 

retired from the Senate November 16, 2013, when he attained age 75. 
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 SENATOR CALVIN RUCK  
   

 

  

 The War 
  

  

 

from Barbados. Calvin left school after 

Grade 10 and worked as a labourer in 

Sydney. He moved to Halifax at the 

age 20, finding employment as a CN 

Rail porter and later as a janitor at the 

12 Wing Shearwater air force base 

outside Dartmouth. However, when 

he tried to buy a home in the White 

neighbourhood of Westphal in 

Dartmouth in 1954, residents 

circulated a petition to keep him out 

because they did not want Black 

people there.  

They failed, but the incident motivated 

him to challenge the obstacles faced by 

African Nova Scotians, from segregated 

barbershops to restrictions on entering 

the navy.marketing materials, such as 

press releases and market studies. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your product 

or service, the key to a successful 

newsletter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

The late Honorable Calvin Ruck 

devoted his time and efforts to the 

service of others. During his life he 

worked as a janitor, delivery driver, 

social worker, author, human rights 

officer, and finally as a senator. He 

devoted his career and life to the 

betterment of others, particularly 

Nova Scotia’s Black community. 

orn in Sydney, Nova Scotia, his 

parents emigrated to Canada 

Calvin Ruck  

Honours: Include, 

received diploma from 

the Maritime School of 

Social Work, Dalhousie 

University, Nova Scotia in 

1979 (the School of Social 

Work now awards a 

Calvin W. Ruck 

scholarship annually); 

awarded the Governor 

General’s 

Commemorative Medal 

for his work in the 

community (1992); 

named to the Order of 

Canada (1994). 

They failed, but the incident motivated him to challenge the obstacles faced by African Nova 

Scotians, from segregated barbershops to restrictions on entering the navy. 

 

During the First World War, a debate raged over whether Blacks were 

worthy to serve in the Canadian military. The government formed an all-

Black unit called the No. 2 Construction Battalion, which served overseas 

during the conflict. Although it attracted recruits from other parts of 

Canada and the United States, most of its members were Nova 

Scotians. After the war ended, the unit was largely forgotten. But not by 

Senator Ruck. In 1987, after years of research, he published a book 

called, The Black Battalion: 1916-1920, Canada’s Best-Kept Military 

Secret, which accorded the soldiers the recognition they deserved. 

In 1998, he was appointed to the Senate of Canada, where he served until 

reaching the mandatory retirement age of 75 in 2000. 

Other: From 1968 to 1981, he worked as a Community Development 

worker with the Government of Nova Scotia; and from 1981 to 1986, he 

worked with the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission. 

Affiliations: Held a number of positions within the Nova Scotia Association 

for the Advancement of Coloured People, and was a member for most of 

his adult life; Treasurer, the Black Cultural Society of Nova Scotia. 

Community: In the 1950s and 1960s, he organized campaigns against 

businesses in the Dartmouth area, including barber shops, which refused 

to serve Black people. He worked with the Nova Scotia Human Rights 

Commission from 1981 to 1986; and campaigned tirelessly for the 

Canadian Government to recognize the heroics of Jeremiah Jones during 

the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

Works: Canada’s Black Battalion: No. 2 Construction, 1916-1920; The Black Battalion: 

1916-1920, Canada’s Best Kept Military Secret. 

 



 

 
 

 

Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard  
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Senator  Wanda Thomas Bernard, has been a professor at the Dalhousie 

School of Social Work since 1990, where she held the position of 

Director from 2001- 2011. She is currently on leave, focusing on her 

research and more actively engaging in community work. Her research 

with Black men and the violence of racism, particularly in the criminal 

justice system, has had significant impact on not only academic work but 

also agency and community-based practice. She was Team Leader for 

the Racism, Violence and Health study, funded by CIHR 2002 - 2008. She 

has received numerous awards and honors for her trendsetting work, 

most notably, her appointment to the Order of Canada in 2005 for her 

work on racism. Wanda is a founding member, and past president of the 

Association of Black Social Workers. 

Senator  Bernard is a renowned researcher and probably the leading 

expert on the lives of African Nova Scotians,” says Dr. Stephen Ahern, a 

director of the Acadia Centre for the Study of Ethnocultural Diversity. 

“We are excited to have her on campus to share her expertise.” 

 

Senator Bernard has published extensively in the areas of race, racism, violence, and 

the health of Black families and communities.  She has also received numerous 

awards, including the Order of Canada, and more than $2 million in research funds. 

 

 The Visit to Acadian 

University  

“We know that having Dr. Bernard 

on campus will help spark 

important changes that will create 

an even more inclusive and 

welcoming community for all,” Dr. 

Ahern says. 

During her stay, Dr. Bernard had  

giving several public talks, the first 

being on the occasion of Martin 

Luther King on Monday January 21, 

2017 and the last in honour of 

International Women's Day, on 

Thursday, March 7. 

Dr. Bernard’s visit is co-sponsored 

by Women’s and Gender Studies 

and by the Acadia Centre for the 

Study of Ethnocultural Diversity. 
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Accomplishments  

 

 

 

No matter what we achieve in life, we are all secretly wishing for approval 

from home, says New Glasgow native Walter Borden. 

The actor, playwright and poet got his wish Wednesday as he was one of 

the people inducted into the Order of Nova Scotia for contributions to the 

province. 

Despite having received numerous awards throughout his life, including 

being a member of the Order of Canada, Borden said the Order of Nova 

Scotia is special. 

Borden, who has successfully combined education, acting and activism, 

has served as a mentor to many African-Nova Scotians. He began his 

career as a teacher at the height of the civil rights movement in the 

province, and helped to establish Kwaacha House, an interracial drop-in 

and social education centre. 

It “served to inspire young Nova Scotians to fight for full equality of 

citizenship and full equality of opportunity for African-Nova Scotians,” 

said a handout distributed at the ceremony.  

Borden, who now lives in Toronto, joined Halifax’s Neptune Theatre Company in 1972 

and went on to become internationally acclaimed for his work as a poet, playwright 

and actor. 
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He has also recorded and released an album, Walter Borden Reads Shakespeare's Sonnets to the Music 
of Fernando Sor, in collaboration with classical guitarist Paul Martell. Openly gay, he also wrote and 
performed his own autobiographical play Tightrope Time: Ain’t Nuthin’ More Than Some Itty Bitty 
Madness Between Twilight and Dawn, one of the first plays in the history of Black Canadian literature to 
directly present themes of  male homosexuality. His later writing credits include Testifyin′ and Tellin′ It 
Like It Is. 

 
His film and television credits include Nuse Fighter Boy, The Event, Gerontophilia , Lexx, and Platinum. 
Borden was awarded the Queen ElizabethII Golden Jubiliee Medal, the African Nova Scotia Music 
Association (ANSMA) Music Heritage Award, and the Portia White Prize, which is awarded annually by 
the Nova Scotia Arts Council to someone who has made a significant contribution to culture and the arts 
in Nova Scotia.He was named a Member of the Order of Canada in 2006. 
 


