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FILM MAKERS  

The Charles Taylor Theatre and Media Arts 

Association is a not for profit cultural association 

that produces The Emerging Lens Film Festival, 

the association was provincially incorporated 

August 8, 2010. 

The Charles Taylor Theatre & Media Arts 

Association has partnered with Broadway in the 

Hood, an organization based in the United States, 

for the play. The groups have created an 

exchange program in which actors will get to 

perform together in both countries in the future 

(Canada and the US).  This platform has been a 

huge success the actors and actresses has an 

opportunity to meet some of the greatest movie 

stars at this event and made some connections.     

This has impacted the youth who were part of the 

event in July 2017.    Charles Taylor Theatre looks 

forward to international exchange programs.  

Charles Taylor Theatre & 
Media Arts Association 

The mandate  

“The mandate of the Charles Taylor Theatre and 

Media Arts Association is to educate, empower 

and inspire by honouring the influence of African 

Canadian and other cultural filmmakers and to 

bring recognition to their work.  
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Tara Taylor, and Shelley Fashon, is hitting 

international platforms which brings in a number of 

filmmakers submissions worldwide.   The Emerging 

Lens Festival is a 3-4 day event which takes place 

in different venues in the Halifax area within Nova 

Scotia.  They have capture audiences through the 

WIZ, Dreams Girls, and other plays.   

http://globalnews.ca/tag/charles-taylor-theatre-

media-arts-association/ 

This could be anyone who might benefit from it, 

such as those interested in a product. 

You can compile a mailing list from business reply 

cards, customer information sheets, business cards 

collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing a mailing list from a 

company that serves your target customer. 

Next, establish how much time and money you can 

spend on your newsletter. These factors help 

determine the length of your newsletter and how 

frequently you will publish it. 

 

 

Please see Great Articles on page 4 
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A caption is a sentence describing 

a picture or graphic. 

EMERGING LENS FESTIVAL  

In 2017 the Film Together written by Tara Taylor, 

with lead Actress  Kienya Booker was one of the 

Audience Choice Awards.    Congratulations to all 

the filmmakers and artists that screened their films 

this year!  

The Awards are voted on by film viewers at the 

four days of festival screenings throughout the 

week and by our juried board of industry emerging 

and professionals.    They acknowledge the 

educational power of video, media arts and theatre 

that is rich in wonder, honest compassion and 

wisdom.  

Please see Tight Space on page 4 

By Author Name 

 

 

 

A caption describes the picture or graphic. 

“To catch the reader’s 

attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see Drawing Readers on page 5 

 

 

Griot Winner was THYRONE TOMMY 
  
Thyrone Tommy is a narrative director, 
and cinematographer from the North 
Side. He has written, directed, and 
produced, 4 short films including: "Seed 
of Deadbeat", "Liar, Cheater, Whore", and 
"Avalanche". His films have been 
supported with grants from Universal 
Canada, Kodak Motion Film, and the 
Ontario Arts Council, as well as playing at 
over a dozen international film festivals.

 

 Tommy's latest productions include 
"Adorn", produced for The Mini Films, and 
his latest directorial piece, "Mariner" - 
Based on his time as a marine navigation 
student. He is a recent graduate of both 
Reel World Film Festival's Emerging 20 

Filmmaker program and Impact Lab. 
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 thought, satisfy—it should elicit a positive 

response. And the best response of all, of course, 

is that the reader decides that your products or 

services provide the solutions he or she needs. 

To sum it up, grab the reader’s attention through 

an effective headline and hook, and then reward 

the reader for following through by giving 

something the reader didn’t have before. In 

addition, keep the article brief and well focused, 

and if appropriate, demonstrate how your 

products and services address the issues raised in 

the article. By doing so, you stand a good chance 

of keeping the readers you have and gaining new 

readers with every issue. 

  

So you have space for one more article in your 

newsletter, and one of your experts out in the 

field is writing the article. How can you determine 

how long the article should be? 

As in newspapers, the length of a newsletter 

article can be thought of in terms of how many 

“column inches” are available for the article. A 

column inch is a measure of space, namely an 

area on a page 1 column wide and 1 inch deep, 

“To catch the reader’s 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

used to measure the amount of type that would fill that 

space. This will vary from newsletter to newsletter 

depending on the font you are using, its size, the 

column width, and the amount of space between lines 

and between paragraphs. By knowing how many words 

on average fit into a column inch in your newsletter, 

and then by measuring how many column inches are 

available for the article, you can tell the writer how 

many words an article can have.  Let’s take this 

scenario one step at a time. 

1. Fill up at least 10 inches of column with actual 

article text, then print the page and use a ruler to 

measure how many inches of column your text 

takes up. 

2. Count the number of words in the text. 

3. Divide the number of words in the article by the 

number of inches the text takes up. For example, 

let’s say you have 456 words in 12 inches of 

column: 456 ÷ 12 = 38. That’s your magic number 

for how many words fit in an inch of column in your 

newsletter. But you’re not finished yet. 

4. Measure how many column inches you have 

available for the article. For example, we’ll say it’s 7 

inches. 

5. Multiply your magic number by the number of 

column inches available for the article, which in this 

case would be: 38 x 7 = 266. This is the maximum 

length that the article can be. 

6. To give yourself some room for error, tell the writer 

Who reads your newsletters, and what are their 

responsibilities? What segments of your industry are 

they concerned about? And do you have evidence to 

back up your assumptions? Being able to answer these 

questions is critical, because only then will you be able 

to provide the kind of content that readers will be 

drawn to. 

Not everyone within a business or industry is concerned 

with the same issues. By understanding readers and 

their concerns, you can ensure that every issue of your 

newsletter has something to interest as many types of 

people as possible. A newsletter about technology in 

education may have articles relevant to administrators 

and what they need to know logistically to get 

technology into their schools, to teachers and how they 

can integrate technology into their classrooms, to 

parents and how they can introduce technology at 

home, and to the students themselves and how they 

can use technology to aid their learning. 

Tight Space from page 3 

Everyone from page 3 

 

 

Sobaz Benjamin 
 
Sobaz was born in London, England and has 
also lived in the Caribbean Island of 
Grenada and also Toronto, Ontario and 
currently lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia with 
his wife and two children.  He has 
completed undergraduate degrees in 
Political Science and Mass Communications 
and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film and 
Video Production at York University in 
Toronto.  He is currently completing an MA 
in Social Anthropology at Dalhousie 

University in Halifax. 

 

 

A caption is a sentence describing a 

picture or graphic. 

“To catch the 

reader’s attention, 

place an 

interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story 

here.” 
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Sobaz is the founder, and past Program Director 
of an innovative arts based youth engagement, 
empowerment and reintegration program called 
In My Own Voice (iMOVe) a partnership with the 
Community justice Society and Funded by the 
Federal Justice Department.  For over eighteen 
years Sobaz, has used video and audio 
production as tools of identity and community 
development in diverse educational and 
community settings. 
 
Sobaz Benjamin is also an independent 
documentary film writer, director, producer and 
picture editor and vice president of Sankofa 
Films and the founder and Executive Director of 
In My Own Voice (iMOVe) Arts Association and 
Program Director of Bridge Centre for Arts and 
Technology. 
 
His work has been screened across Canada and 
in venues and Festivals in New Zealand, 
Bermuda and New York.  He has completed 
documentaries for the National Film Board (NFB) 
and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC).  Sobaz uses his experience as an 
independent filmmaker in his youth/community 

focused work. 
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In the course of adapting this template to suit your 

needs, you will see a number of newsletter elements. The 

following is a list of many of them, accompanied by brief 

definitions. 

Body text.   The text of your articles. 

Byline.  A line of text listing the name of the author of 

the article. 

Caption text.  Text that describes a graphic. A caption 

should be a short but descriptive full sentence. For 

photos, it ought to explain what’s happening without 

being insultingly obvious. It should also add to the 

reader’s understanding of the photo by, for example, 

explaining prominent or unusual objects. 

“Continued from” line.  A line of text indicating the page 

an article is continuing from. 

“Continued on” line.  A line of text indicating the page on 

which an article will be continued. 

Date.  Either the date of publication or the date you 

expect the newsletter to be at the height of its 

circulation. 

Graphic.  A photograph, piece of art, chart, diagram, or 

other visual element. 

Header.  Text at the top of each page indicating the 

name of the newsletter and the page number. 

Headline.  The title of an article. A headline needs to be 

clear in its purpose, brief, and active, and should attract 

attention by being relevant, inspiring curiosity, or having 

some other irresistible quality. 

Newsletter title.  The title of the newsletter. 

Pull quote.  A phrase or sentence taken from an article 

that appears in large letters on the page, often within a 

box to set it apart from the article.  

Volume and issue.  Volume refers to the number of years 

a newsletter has been in circulation. Issue refers to the 

number of newsletters published so far in the year. The 

ninth newsletter in its fifth year of circulation would be 

Volume 5, Issue 9. 

Elements from page 5 Sylvia Hamilton

 

Legendary filmmaker, writer and educator Sylvia 
Hamilton was born in the historically black 
community of Beechville, N.S. Her films, which 
have appeared on CBC and TVO, often rely on 
primary research and storytelling, and she uses 
cinema to challenge and reshape Canada's history. 
She's been awarded multiple honours, for 
Excellence in the Arts. 
 
 
She is an independent filmmaker who produces and 
directs films through her company Maroon Films 
Inc. She is also a professor at the University of 
King’s College’s School of Journalism. 
 
She has been honoured with numerous awards for 
her work, including a Gemini Award, the Japan 
Broadcasting Corporation’s Maeda Prize, the 
Progress Women of Excellence Award for Arts and 
Culture, the CBC Television Pioneer Award, and 
Nova Scotia's Portia White Prize for Excellence. She 
has presented her films and lectured widely in 
Canada, the United States, Europe, Africa and 

Jamaica. 

OTHER FILM MAKERS 
 

Tyler Simmonds 
Cazhhmere  Downey 

Alison Duke 
Martine Chartrand 
Christene Browne 

David Woods 
Jennifer Hodge de Silva 


