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BY BRIDGET C. WILL IAMS Wayne Adams, CM ONS (born 1943) is a former 

Canadian provincial politician who was the first 

Black Canadian member of the Nova Scotia 

House of Assembly and cabinet minister. 

House of Assembly for the Preston Area.  

Adams was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Adams was first elected to the Halifax 

Municipal Council in 1979 and was re-elected 

five times. He was deputy mayor from 1982 to 

1983. 
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A Nova Scotia Liberal, he was elected in the 1993 

Nova Scotia general election in the riding of 

Preston. He was the Minister of the Environment, 

Minister responsible for the Emergency Measures 

Act, and the Minister responsible for the Nova 

Scotia Boxing Authority in the governments of first 

John Savage (1993–1997) and then Russell MacLellan 

(1997–1998) 

Words of Wayne Adams in 1993,  "We had people 

who told me that there was no place in politics for 

a black person," says Wayne Adams in this 2004 

radio clip. He's recalling his 1993 campaign for the 

Nova Scotia legislature. The province had never had 

a black member of the legislative assembly (MLA) 

before. But a few "outright racist" responses didn't 

discourage him: "That kind of negative reaction just 

exhilarated my efforts to go on and run and win." 

And on May 25, 1993, Adams became Nova Scotia's 

first black MLA. 

Adams first entered politics when he was elected as 

a Halifax County councillor in 1979. Before 

becoming an MLA in 1993, he had served 14 years in 

municipal politics.  Running as a Liberal, Adams's 

1993 campaign centred on environmental issues. He 

wanted to stop the growth and future development 

of municipal dumps near low-income.  



Shortly after his win, he 

also became the first black 

cabinet minister in Nova 

Scotia. He was initially 

minister of supply and

services and later became 

the province's environment 

minister. 

 

In 2004, he was made a 

Member of the Order of 

Canada, Canada's highest 

civilian honour. 

 

In 2011, he was invested as 

a member of the Order of 

Nova Scotia. 

 

 

The first black person ever 

to be elected to a 

provincial legislature in 

Canada was Leonard 

Braithwaite, elected as an 

MPP in Ontario in 1963. 

In 1972, B.C. elected two 

black MLAs, Rosemary 

Brown and Emery Barnes, 

and in 1976 Quebec 

elected a black National 

Assembly member, Jean 

Alfred. The remaining 

provinces have yet to elect 

a black member to their 

legislatures. 

Canada's first black 

federal MP was Lincoln 

Alexander, elected in 

1968. 

 

2015  Black Leaders 

gather in Halifax to 

launch historic summit

 

Summit topics include 

exploring models for 

black leadership in 

Canada, and 

highlighting the 

accomplishments of 

African Canadians in  



light of the United Nations’ International Decade for 

People of African Descent. 

Former Nova Scotia MLA Wayne Adams was in the 

crowd during the launch Monday, and while he said 

the inaugural summit is “a bit overdue,” he was happy 

to see a meeting he had tried to get off the ground 

in the 1980s, alongside federal colleagues, finally 

come together. 

“There’s strength when you come together,” he said 

Adams said he’d like to see specific policy and 

legislation come from the group on reducing racism, 

which he said seems to grow rather than decline as 

the years go on. 

“There has to be a mass education, and that comes 

when have policy in the corporate sector, as well as 

the government,” Adams said. 

Doctor of Civil Law 

Wayne Adams is credited with "amazing" and 

tremendous life of combined service in both 

volunteering and professional careers. 

  He is a life spirit, mostly self- 

made, filled with variety, woven 

with a high spirit of volunteerism 

to his fellow citizens covering 

some 40 years".He has also had 

a distinguished career in 

broadcasting, including national 

and local coverage of Canada's 

very first Summer Games, the 

Opening ceremonies for which 

were held at Saint Mary's 

University's Huskie Stadium in 

1969. Currently, he conducts a 

Sunday Morning Gospel Hour on 

Community Radio, 94.7 FM, 

Eastern Passage and writes a 

weekly column for the Daily

News. 

Wayne Adams was a founding member of the 

Black cultural Society of Nova Scotia and later 

became the Executive Director of the Black 

Cultural Centre from 1990 to 1993. Today he is an 

honorary member.He has served as a resource 

person on the topic of race, indifference, and 

racial equality to numerous schools throughout 

the Province as well as various service groups. 

Addressing some of the mass economic ills and 

unemployment problems in the Nova Scotia black 

community, he was also one of the driving forces 

behind the introduction of the American O.I.C. 

(Opportunities Industrialization Centres) 

programmed to the region. Using his O.I.C. 

experience, he was instrumental in the design and 



 leadership which led to the creation 

of the "Preston Development Fund" 

which after two years evolved into 

the B.B.I. (Black Business Initiative) for 

Nova Scotia. 

In light of his outstanding career, it is 

not surprising that he has been the 

recipient of many awards and 

citations for community leadership. 

These include the Harry Jerome 

Award for Black Community

Leadership; the prestigious 

"Outstanding Young Canadian" 

Award, and in 1976, the coveted B'nai 

B'rith Award for Human Rights in 

Canadian Broadcasting for which he 

was chosen over the late Barbara 

Frum. In January 2004, the Order of 

Canada was presented to him. 

Add subheading

Aside from his busy professional 

careers, he is a devoted family 

man, an avid gardener with 

cooking, woodworking and writing 

skills.


